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escape the enemy a few days back by crossing the Dnieper
on the ice, we had found the Beresina unfrozen in spite of
the extreme cold, and we had no pontoons by which to
cross it.

On the 25th the Emperor entered Borisoff, where he found
Marshal Oudinot waiting with the 6,000 men who remained
to him. Napoleon and the marshals and officers who accom-
panied him were surprised to see the good order maintained
in the 2nd corps, the bearing of which formed a remark-
able contrast to that of the miserable bands whom they were
bringing back from Moscow. Our troops did not look so
nice, indeed, as they would in a garrison town, but each man
had kept his weapons and was ready to make a brave use of
them. The Emperor, struck by their martial air, called
together all the colonels and bade them express to their regi-
ments his satifaction at their excellent conduct in all the
sanguinary engagements fought in the province of Polotsk.

You will remember that when the Bavarian general, Von
Wrede, left the 2nd corps he carried off with him Corbineau's
brigade of cavalry, after deceiving the general by assuring
him that he had orders to that effect- To this bit of deceit
was due the salvation of the Emperor and the fragments of
the Grand Army. As it turned out, Corbineau, dragged off
against his will in the opposite direction to the corps to
which he belonged, had followed General Wrede as far as
Glubokoi. There, however, he declared that he would go
no further unless the Bavarian general would show him his
alleged orders to keep the brigade with him. As Wrede
could not satisfy this demand, Corbineau left him and made
for the head waters of the Beresina, then passing down the
right bank he hoped to reach Borisoff, cross the river there,
and taking the Orcha road go to meet Oudinot's corps, which
he assumed to be in the neighbourhood of Bobra.

The Emperor has been blamed for that having several
millions of Poles in his service, he did not at the beginning of
the campaign place some of them as interpreters with every
general and every colonel; a prudent measure which would
have avoided many errors. A proof of this was seen during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 firing, we hurled
